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Greetings from the Office of the President at Williston State College! 

As I complete my first year as President of Williston State College, it has proven crystal 
clear that the faculty and staff of the College truly embody the College’s Mission on 
a daily basis… “Where the People Make the Difference”. From the classroom to the 
bookstore, from sports to the dorms, from the foundation to campus services, from 
finance to student affairs, and from TrainND Northwest to community outreach, every 
aspect of the college operations functions with the success of our students at the 
forefront. 

Over the past year, the college has embarked on several initiatives to grow our academic, athletic, 
and community footprint. On the academic side, several WSC faculty have stepped into state-wide 
and regional leadership roles on behalf of the college. Additionally, the college is expanding into 
cybersecurity along with more healthcare training. On the athletics front, the college has added 
Clay Target Shooting for the fall of 2022, Women’s Hockey for the fall of 2023, as well as being part 
of community projects to enhance baseball, softball, and hockey facilities at the college and in the 
community. On the community front, the conversion of a portion of the Crighton Building into a new 
childcare facility in partnership with the City of Williston and Williams County, plus CTE connections with 
McKenzie County and Williston High School are just a few of the projects in process or on the horizon. 

In the new fiscal year, the college will continue work on existing projects plus expand on our 
partnerships within the North Dakota University System. Currently, the college has nearly 25 two-plus-
two agreements with four-year institutions within North Dakota to allow WSC student graduates a 
seamless transition to complete their bachelor’s program upon completion of their associates degree at 
WSC. The goal is to increase this menu of opportunities for our students. 

And finally, on the student front. WSC and the WSC Foundation have invested in a more proactive 
marketing and outreach campaigns to attract students to WSC. Regional scholarships were modified to 
allow more flexibility and greater access. In the fall of 2022, the college and foundation have committed 
over $3.5 million in scholarships to assist students in earning their WSC degree by accruing as little debt 
as possible. 

In closing, if you haven’t been to the WSC campus in a while, please visit our website and take the virtual 
tour, or better yet, call the college at 701-774-4200 to schedule a physical visit. When you do visit the 
campus, ask your tour guide to swing by the Office of the President to say “Hello!” We hope to see you 
soon!

Dr. Bernell Hirning
President

WSC President’s Corner

Dr. Bernell 
Hirning 
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UPDATES from the Executive Director
Dear Friends of Williston State, 

It has been a while since the last Teton Thunder and we are excited to bring it back. 
We welcome a new member to the WSC Foundation team with the addition of 
Kristina Kitchens. She has done a great job as part of the WSC family and we look 
forward to enjoying her talents and hard work on the Foundation’s side. Her work will 
concentrate on keeping our donors and stakeholders informed and updated as to all 
things Williston State. Look forward to the Teton Thunder on a quarterly basis but also 
please consider following WSC and the Foundation via our website and social media 
platforms. 

We will host our annual Outstanding Alumni Banquet on Tuesday, September 20th. This has become 
a highlight event for our campus as we welcome back old friends and honor all they have done for 
Williston State. 

In addition to the Alumni Banquet, we are working hard to bring a Celebration of 50 Year of Teton 
Women’s Basketball the weekend of November 11, 12, and 13. Our women’s basketball program is easy 
to celebrate with all of its successes and great student-athletes and coaches. 

The start of a new school year brings plenty of activity and it is great to see the campus busy. As always, 
stop by and see us and thank you for all of your past, current and future support. 

Go Tetons, 

Hunter Berg
Executive Director 

Hunter Berg 

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT THE  
WSC FOUNDATION!

Visit smile.amazon.com 
•  Sign in with he same account you use for Amazon.com 
•   Enter Williston State College Foundation as your 

Charity 
•  Start Shopping! Remember to checkout at  

smile.amazon.com to generate donations for the 
Williston State College Foundation.  

Tip: Add a bookmark to make it easier to shop at  
smile.amazon.com
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A very familiar tall, thin man with a flat-top 
haircut, a constant smile, and upbeat attitude 
will be seen less and less up and down the 
hallways at Williston State College this school 
year.  Lance Olson has earned a well-deserved 
retirement from a full-time faculty position 
he has held for 32 years.  Fortunately, for WSC 
and its students, he will not fully retire but will 
instead move from full-time to part-time as 
he’ll teach only Tuesdays and Thursdays for the 
Science Department.  Nonetheless, things will 
begin to feel different around WSC.  Lance Olson 
has taught and mentored thousands of students 
in the past three decades.  His presence will 
never be forgotten but most certainly will be 
missed.

Finding a Path to Teaching

At first, teaching wasn’t part of the Lance Olson 
anticipated career path.  After graduating from 
Williston High School in 1977, Olson attended 
UND-Williston for two years, graduate and 
moved on to the University of North Dakota 
where he obtained a degree in Geology.  His 
thought was to come back to Williston and 
begin a career in the oilfields, putting his degree 
to good use helping producers navigate the 
geological landscape of our area to maximize oil 
and gas production.  But job opportunities had 
slowed significantly in the Williston area during 
the early ‘80’s and he ended up spending a 
year doing odd jobs such as painting barns and 
breaking horses.  

During that year, while visiting with his father, 
Leon, a long-time administrator at Williston 
High School, the seed of pursuing a degree 
in Education was planted by father and son 
decided it was worth pursuing.  So Olson 
headed back to UND for one year, completed his 
degree and readied himself to teach.  

Olson’s first teaching job came in the small, 
northwestern, Minnesota town of Hallock where 
he taught at the junior high and the high school.  
He stayed there for four years before abruptly 
leaving to join two friends who had gotten 
professional basketball contracts in Australia.  
When asked what he planned to do in Australia, 
he laughed and shrugged his shoulders as a way 
of relaying the lack of a forward-thinking plan.  
“I just thought it sounded like fun.  And it was!” 
Olson recalled. 

But after five months, the visa allowing him to 
be there and the funds necessary to survive ran 
out and Lance came back home to Williston.  
An encounter with Phil Rabon helped begin a 
UND-W teaching career for Olson.  Rabon visited 
with Olson upon his return and inquired on 
his future plans.  “I simply had to tell the truth 
and let him know I didn’t really have one!” he 
reflected.  

LANCE OLSON A WSC Teaching Legend Retires
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LANCE OLSON A WSC Teaching Legend Retires
After their visit, Rabon informed WSC President 
Garvin Stevens that Olson was back home and 
Stevens and long-time Science Professor Neil 
Westergard encouraged Lance to take on a 
couple science labs.  In the spring semester 
of 1989, Olson taught labs on Tuesday and 

Thursday nights.  The following fall semester, 
a full-time position in the Math and Science 
Department opened up and he was hired.

Part of the Team From the Beginning

Olson considers himself lucky to have had the 
chance to be a part of Williston State.  “Phil 
Rabon really pushed for me to be considered 
as part of the faculty at the college.  I was so 
fortunate to have great mentors right from the 
start.  There are so many I hate to try to think of 
them all, but Neil Westergard and Wanda Meyer 

and Faye Krogen and Susan Zimmerman were 
all here in the Math and Science Department 
at the start of my career and only Neil has 
retired before I did!  Garvin Stevens gave me a 
chance and I’ll be forever thankful.  But Helen 
Overbo, Dominic Schaff, Al Bervig, Lester Olson, 
Gary Rooks, Roger Halvorson, Jack White, Gary 
Bickel…the list is too long to list them all.  But 
we were a tight-knit group and it made the job 
fun,” reflected Olson. 

Over his 32-year career, Olson recalled teaching 
eighteen different Math or Science classes of 
various levels for Williston State.  The first fifteen 
years he also taught summer school before 
beginning a family and enjoying the summers 
with his wife, Jen, and their children, Ben, Sam, 
Wil, and Abby.  

From day one of his teaching career at then 
UND-W, Olson’s focus was on one thing above 
anything else-the students.  Olson, in looking 
back, said, “I loved getting to know the students.  
Whether it was during class, before class or 
in the hallways, I enjoyed learning about 
them.  Helping them realize their potential is a 
rewarding experience.”

Colleague Wanda Meyer saw first-hand the 
impact of Olson’s tenure.  “He developed 
a caring relationship with his students, 
challenging them to think out of the box 
as they learned how the concepts could be 
applied to the real world.  As an instructor, 
Lance cared about each and every one of his 
students deeply.  Over the years, I have heard 
many students say that Lance was their favorite 
instructor at Williston State College.”  

The one-on-one teaching was always a strength 
of Williston State and Olson’s students were 
recipients of his caring ways.  Brad Phillips, a 
1999 graduate of UND-Williston, remembers 
Olson just as many have described him over 

A Young Lance Olson assists Professor  
Al Bervig at a school ice cream social in the 

early 1990’s.
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the years.  “I always enjoyed Lance as a teacher.  
The things I remember most about him were 
his teaching style and personality.  He always 
brought energy to the classroom.  You might 
not have been really excited about calculus that 
day but it was hard not to be in a good mood 
when you were around him.  He was incredibly 
approachable, relatable and available.  He 
always had time to help you better understand,” 
states Phillips. 

Teaching Outside the Classroom

Aside from teaching, Lance Olson is also well-
known for his basketball talents.  Even past the 
age of 60, he still plays actively at noon ball 
each week.  That won’t be changing anytime 
soon.  But his love of the game was put to work 
in helping Terry Olson coach the Tetons men’s 
basketball team.  “T.O. actually asked if I’d like 
to play for the Tetons when I had come back to 
Williston after getting my Geology degree.  But 

I wasn’t convinced I could play at the college 
level, so I passed on the opportunity.  But then 
when I came back again, he asked me to help 
him as an assistant coach.  I was an excellent 
filler of the water cups!  I didn’t know ‘x’s and o’s’ 
very well but I do think I was able to be a little 
bit of a ‘good cop’ when T.O. played the ‘bad cop’ 
role.’

Humbleness is Lance Olson.  He was likely 
fantastic with those “x’s and o’s” and it’s hard to 
imagine a better person to guide young men 
on and off the court.  Whether as a teacher, a 
coach, a basketball player, or anything else he 
has done in his life, he is quick to downplay any 
greatness.  But he has been and is still great at 
seemingly everything he does.  Dr. Brett Vibeto 
was a star men’s basketball player for the Tetons 
from 1992-1994 and is quick to share how much 
Olson contributed to his experience at Williston 
State.  “Lance taught us all what it meant to 
be a Teton.  He has always been ready to offer 
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a helping hand, word of encouragement, or 
even a deadly jumpshot!  What he has meant 
to Williston State College, and me personally, 
cannot be overstated,” remarked Vibeto. 

The Lance Olson Legacy 

A true testament to Olson’s work and dedication 
is the Math and Science Addition on the north 
end of Stevens Hall.  Despite two consecutive 
failed attempts to meet the bid requirements 
for the addition in the early 2010’s decade, 
Olson helped champion the effort to better the 
college and the Math and Science Department 
by continuing to push for additional funding.  
“When we wanted to build the addition, it was 
during a difficult time to try and build due to 
the frantic building environment caused by 
the boom around 2010.  Prices kept going 
higher and higher and we couldn’t fit within our 
initial budget of $1.2 million.  Finally, we were 
approved for $2.3 million and we made it!  It has 
been a wonderful improvement for our school.”

The Math and Science Wing has helped 
hundreds of students learn better and will 
remain impactful long after he retires.  The 
study lounge and patio are great places for 
students to gather and study together.  Prior 
to the addition, the labs and the lecture spaces 
were shared amongst classes, but now are 
separate and house updated equipment in 
each.   With added office space for teachers and 

improved air quality and ventilation in the labs, 
students can work better with their instructors 
while taking advantage of modern labs and lab 
equipment. 

Olson’s legacy will no doubt be a long-lasting 
one.  Williston State has had a steadying hand 
since the late ‘80’s when Lance Olson first taught 
at the school.  “Lance’s high level of integrity 
and professionalism will always be a legacy that 
others will strive for,” remarked Wanda Meyer.  

Once a Teton, Always a Teton

Olson’s family is clearly a Teton family.  Lance 
and Jen are both alumni, while all four of their 
kids also attended Williston State.  He feels 
fortunate they did and relished the chance to 
teach three of them in his own classes. 

Though his time spent on campus will be less 
than it was, for now he will still be here almost 
five days a week.  Play noon ball on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays where he will continue 
to educate the youngsters on the unique rules 
of noon ball and remind players that the lunch 
time get-together’s purpose is to “not get hurt 
and get a little exercise.”  Then teach on campus 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  No doubt that smile 
and cheerful attitude will always be cherished 
and always be welcome.  Thank you, Lance 
Olson, for being a Teton.  We wish you well.  

THANK YOU 
Lance Olson

for 32 years
of service
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STUDENT Spotlight
Jesse 
Keicher’s first 
sentence 
was, “Me 
want ice 
stick.”  As a 
toddler, he 
would sneak 
out of bed 
and watch 
the Buffalo 
Sabre’s as 
they skated 
across the 
television.  
He started 

skating at the age of 2, playing hockey at the 
age of 3, and has been zooming across the 
ice ever since.  Keicher credits his parents for 
nurturing not only his love of hockey but his 
skill too.  “They put everything into helping 
me.  They struggled to get me where I am now.”  
When asked who he looks up to the most, 
Keicher is quick to point to his parents. 

 From high school in Buffalo, NY to junior hockey 
in Atlanta, Georgia, and now finally as a Teton 
in Williston, ND, Keicher and his “ice stick” have 
traveled across the country chasing a hockey 
puck.  Keicher first learned about Williston 
State College and the Teton’s 3 years ago.  He 
was immediately drawn to the beauty of the 
campus and the Williston Community.  When 
he arrived on campus, he didn’t know what to 
expect.  He quickly learned that at WSC, you are 
more than a number, you are part of a team—a 
family.  A family that wants to help all students 
achieve their dreams.  Keicher loves the tight 
knit community and the smaller campus size.  
He says he doesn’t just find support from his 
team mates, but from all of the Teton Teams.  
They all cheer and champion each other as a 
large athletic support network.  Keicher says this 
support goes beyond the ice rink and into the 

classroom.  “Every faculty and staff member has 
taught me something to grow on”

When Keicher first arrived on campus, he 
wanted to make his mark.  And make his mark 
he did!  Keicher has been everything from an 
RA in campus housing, a student ambassador, 
a student worker in student services, the Teton 
Hockey Team Captain, and even the student 
senate president.  He is always on the go, and 
believes that every student at Williston State 
College can be just as successful.  He said that 
he has been able to accomplish everything 
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he wanted to achieve, because  “WSC is what you 
make of it.  Set yourself up (for success) and you can 
achieve it because of the (many) opportunities (for 
every student).”

One of Keicher’s fondest memories at WSC was as a 
freshman.  When he started with Teton Hockey, they 
were a small team, with a big dream.  Their team 
was, in his words, “not bad, not the best.”, but with 
teamwork and dedication, they were able to make 
it to the coveted National Tournament.  A feat, that 
Keicher says took everyone’s effort.

Keicher talks about the importance of the WSC 

foundation and all of their supporters.  He expresses 
his gratitude for the continued work of the 
foundation because they are “ fueling (young) adults 
to achieve their dreams and goals”

What’s next for young Jesse Keicher?  You guessed 
it…Hockey. He plans to continue his studies in 
cyber-security, all while playing his beloved sport.  
Eventually, he would love to play hockey overseas, 
and would even love to one day coach.  When asked 
if he would ever come back to Williston to coach, 
Keicher eagerly said “Absolutely!”  

Jesse Keicher is a true Williston State College Teton.
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UPCOMING Events

2021 Williston State College Outstanding Alumni Banquet Highlights

2022 Outstanding  
Alumni Banquet
The 2022 Outstanding Alumni Banquet will be 
held on Tuesday, September 20th at Williston 
State College’s Donn Skadeland Gymnasium.  
Social hour begins at 5:00 with the banquet 
starting at 6:00. 

This is the 4th Annual Outstanding Alumni 
Banquet and will feature a number of alumni 
and former faculty and staff.  “The banquet has 
become the highlight of our year.  It is great 
to see alumni and former faculty come back 
to campus as we recognize them for all their 
success and years of being such a valued part 
of our school’s history,” says Hunter Berg, the 
Executive Director of the WSC Foundation.  
“WSC came from humble beginnings but has 
grown considerably through the passion of 
our students and faculty and staff.  We look 
forward to recognizing this year’s class of 
honorees.

2022 Outstanding Alumni 
Mary Jo Oster 

C’dale Jore 
Sharon Moline 
Kim Hennessy 

Sandy Opperud 
Bill Carl 

Laurie Forsberg 
Rick Tangedal 

Janet Tangedal 
Donn Skadeland 

2022 Outstanding Alumni and  
Former Faculty and Staff 

Lance Olson  
Linda Novak 

Julie Clark 
Fern Westergard 

 
2022 Outstanding Former Faculty and Staff 

Marcia Owens 
Bernadette Perdue 

Kenn Skadeland 
Dominic Schaff

Foundation Board President Ward Koeser 
shakes the hand of Outstanding Alumni 

Tim Hennessy while Outstanding Faculty 
recipient Gary Sukut looks on. 

The family of the late Al Bervig gathers 
around the award recognizing his many 

years of contributions as a faculty 
member. 
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2021 Williston State College Outstanding Alumni Banquet Highlights

Outstanding Alumni Ron Rauschenberger 
and Outstanding Faculty Roger Halvorson 

(back to camera) share a laugh while 
catching up.

WSC President Dr. Bernell Hirning 
congratulates Outstanding Alumni and 
Faculty member Penny Johnson Slagle.  

TETON BOOSTER CLUB
13TH ANNUAL GUN RAFFLE

Gaming Permit #G0405

_________________________
NAME

_________________________
ADDRESS

_________________________
CITY / STATE / ZIP

_________________________
PHONE

Drawing to be held at 8:00 PM 
October 12, 2022

River’s Edge Bar & Grill,
1002 2nd St. W., Williston, ND.

Proceeds to benefit Teton Athletics.  All guns provided through Horizon Resources.
NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN

Winners Responsible For Any Taxes And All Transfer Fees
Office of Attorney General

License #G0405
Not A Charitable Contribution.

ONLY 2500 TICKETS
WILL BE SOLD

No.
No.

$2000 Good For
One Chance To Win
MUST BE 18 TO PURCHASE TICKET

TeTon BoosTer CluB
13Th AnnuAl Gun rAFFleGrand Prize:

Benelli SBE Max5 12 Ga. 26”
2nd. Benelli M2 Max4 12 Ga. 26”
3rd. Weatherby Vanguard 7mm-08
4th. Franchi Affinity 20ga Wood
5th. Bergerra B-14 Hunter 22-250
6th. Remington 700 SPS 30-06
7th. Winchester XPR Combo 7mmRem
8th. CVA Cascade .308Win
9th. APF Slim FF Carbine 5.56
10th. TSA Viper G2 Silver 28ga Semi-Auto
11th. LSI Howa Walnut Hunter .270Win
12th. Savage 110 Engage 6.5Creedmoor
13th. ATI Cavalry 20ga O/U
14th. Savage 110 Engage .243 W/Scope
15th. TC Venture .300Win Mag
16th. Ruger American .450bush

17th. ATI Crusader 12ga O/U
18th. GForce GFYI 12ga USA
19th. Benelli Super Nova 12ga 24”
20th. Benelli Nova Max4 12ga 26”
21st. Savage 93 Minimalist .22Mag
22nd. Savage Axis XP 25-06Rem.
23rd. Savage 93R .17HMR
24th. Ruger 10/22 Hardwood .22LR
25th. Rossi RS .22LR Lever Action

- 25 GUNS TOTAL -

GUN RAFFLE Tickets Available
To purchase a Gun Raffle ticket reach out to the following: *Any of our Williston State College 
Coaches 

*Our Teton Booster Club Board Members: Brandon Johnson | Heidi Johnson | Jeff Larson | Brandon 
Passley | James Bervig | Josh Foust | Ashley Engh | Tim Bishop | Jenna Arp

*Email the Teton Boosters at tetonboosters@willistonstate.edu or reach out to them on their 
Facebook page @WSCTetonBoosters 

Tickets can also be purchased at Simonson’s, Horizon C-Store, 
Sport About, Walt’s Market and BoDo’s
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MONUMENTAL Reveal on Campus
David Njos’s art and design have been a feature 
of campus since he was a UND-W student 
himself in the late 1960’s.  From his earliest 
days of building and designing the sets for the 
school acting plays, Njos enjoyed displaying 
his talents and giving back as an alumni and 
community member. 

Njos’s latest masterpiece, “Clark’s Table” was 
featured in the Teton Thunder back in 2017 in 
an initial unveiling of the amazing work.   Today, 
“Clark’s Table,” rests on display in a gazebo 
on the north side of the Math and Science 
Wing, directly south of home plate on Rabon 
Field.  Though the “Clark’s Table” monument 
itself is complete, Njos continues to add to the 
gazebo’s décor and story-telling while also 
working on a signature rock-carving that will 
flank the gazebo and add to the David Njos 
collection of contributed art to WSC.  

“Clark’s Table” was the second large piece of 
art that adorned the campus.  The first was in 
2011 when the monument of Sitting Bull was 

placed outside 
the entrance to 
Stevens Hall.  

The two monuments sparked a vision with 
then-WSC President Dr. Raymond Nadolny and 
then-Executive Director of the WSC Foundation, 
Terry Olson to expand upon the campus 
beautification project and bring more art and 
culture to the school’s environment.  Four 
more pieces were envisioned to celebrate the 
cultural history and significance of the Williston 
and community areas.  Thus, The Airman, 
The Pioneers, The Driller, and The Rancher 
monuments have been added to the grounds 
of the college and will catch the eyes of friends 
and visitors.  

The Airman is a salute to all of our brave 
veterans who have served our country.  The 
Pioneers pay homage to those that lived upon 
and homesteaded the lands of western North 
Dakota and eastern Montana establishing our 
region as an agricultural power in the U.S.  The 
Driller represents our region’s abundance of 

The Pioneers 

Dacotah West Crane provided expert work 
in placing the large sandstone bases around 
campus.  Each base weighed close to 16,000 

pounds.

“Clark’s Table” by David Njos
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The Rancher

energy production.  The Rancher 
harkens those that lived within 
the open range as cattlemen.

Artist Benjamin Victor, a 
South Dakota native, was 
commissioned to produce the 
four pieces.  Each was a replica 
of earlier works he had done 
for communities who wished 
to accomplish the same goal of 
celebrating area history and the 
way-of-life that built a foundation 
for the future.

Located at each of the monuments 
is signage that WSC Professor of 
History, Richard Stenberg, helped 
pen to detail the represented 
history and ties to our college and 
region.  Williston State College 
invites all who are interested to 
take a walking tour of campus and 
enjoy the amazing works of art 
and the educational experience 
of learning about the Williston 
community culture. “Clark’s Table” 
is open every day of the week 
with hours being Monday-Friday 
8 a.m.-5 p.m., while Saturday and 

Sunday hours are 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.  All other monuments are 
located outdoors, but daylight 
hours are best until lighting is 
installed.

Future improvements and 
expansions to the campus’s arts 
will always be at the forefront of 
the college.   WSC and the WSC 
Foundation would especially 
like to thank the generous 

donors who helped make the 
monuments possible.  

The Driller Sitting Bull The Airman

MONUMENT UNVEILING
Wednesday, September 28th, 5:30 P.M.

Location:  Tour Begins at Clark’s Table Monument at the Entrance to 
Stevens Hall

**The tour will be a walking tour with a stop at each of the six 
monuments.  Professor of History Richard Stenberg will give a short talk 

at each stop.  

If inclement weather arrives, the tour will be rescheduled.  

Those taking the tour will be granted Free Admission to the Teton 
Volleyball game VS. Bismarck State immediately following  tour.
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CAMPUS News

Congratulations to Wendy McGinley, WSC 
Associate Professor of Massage Therapy, and 
the Health & Wellness Department as well as 
Our Massage Therapy students!  

The latest national statistics from our WSC 
Massage Therapy program are in. WSC Massage 
Therapy students scored ‘100% pass rate’ on 
their MBLEX exit exam; with 14 of 14 students 
showing a perfect score. 

If you would like to donate in memory of a 
loved one, please call 701.572.9275. 

Since 2020, gifts have been received in 
memory of the following individuals:

George Solberg  
Suzi Kay Lee 
Coke Aafedt 

Frances Corner  
Jean Maisey 

Shirley Olson 
Kenneth Olson 

Luella Olson 
Rosella Hagen 

Congratulations to Gail Raasakka, Nursing 
Department Faculty and Staff as well as our 
Nursing Students.  

According to the quarterly report for April-June 
2022, the WSC Nursing students scored ‘100% 
pass rate’ on their NCLEX exit exam. 

IN MEMORIAM
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OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT

• 2 OFFICES
• CONFERENCE ROOM 
• BATHROOMS 
• MAIN LOBBY
•    KITCHENETTE 

CALL 701.572.9275
FOR MORE INFO
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GIVING DAY 2022
Williston State College and the Williston State College Foundation is excited for the college’s Giving Day 
on Wednesday, September 21st, 2022. 

“We have a lot of great areas at WSC that are looking to make their programs better.  The funds raised 
on Giving Day help them continue to serve our students and provide them a first-class education,” says 
Foundation Executive Director Hunter Berg. 

Each year on Giving Day, friends and alumni of the college help fund major projects for the area they 
support.  Last year, the Art Department was able to upgrade their classroom equipment and supplies 
with new easels.  This year, they hope to finish the easel replacement project and begin working towards 
other equipment purchases to strengthen the class offerings for the department. 

Nursing is always a well-supported program, whether it be scholarships for Nursing students or 
advancements in lab equipment to keep the program current with its technology requirements.

These two examples are just part of the improvements Giving Day donors directed their support to go 
towards.  Campus Beautification, Athletics, Scholarships, Student Life…the list is endless and all are 
sources of pride for the college. 

One of the best parts about Giving Day is that the WSC Foundation provides matching funds for a 
portion of the funds raised.  The match is one for one, so donor’s gifts may double if made during Giving 
Day.  

Have an area of WSC that you feel strongly about?  Direct your contribution to the area of your choice 
on WSC’s Giving Day.  Help tomorrow’s students prepare for a bright future with a gift to WSC during the 
annual Giving Day celebration.  
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ATHLETIC Updates
Hard to believe the 2021-22 
Athletic Season is gone and we 
are moving onto the 2022-23! 
We look forward to the future 
while taking a quick glance 
at the past. As always, Teton 
Volleyball is the sport that lets 
us know another academic 
year is upon us, as they started 
official practice on Monday, 

August 7th. Check out the schedules for all 
Teton home contests and join us in the Well. 

Looking back on 2021-22, there were a lot 
of successes and fun memories had.  Teton 
volleyball continued their steady rise in the 
conference and finished in 4th place. They 
return a number of key sophomores and Coach 
Hinck is excited about the potential of this year’s 
team. Teton Hockey had an up and down season 
but are fortunate to have 17 returning players 
to this years team. Coach Gault is excited about 
his group and thinks they have the potential to 
have a deep post-season run.

Women’s Basketball had a stellar season, 
finishing 2nd in the conference with a 
conference record of 15-7 and lost a tightly 
contested game at NDSCS in the Region 
Championship. Not only did they have success 
on the court, they also had a 3.54 team GPA 
earning the team Academic All-American 
status. Coach Triplett is bringing back four 
strong contributors and we look forward to 
their continued success. Men’s Basketball had a 
rebuilding year as the team only had 3 players 
returning. This lead to some inconsistencies. We 
will have a new coach for the 2022-23 season, 
as Alex Herman has been named Head Coach. 
Alex joins the Teton Family from Mayville State, 
where he was the Associate Head Coach. Alex 
was born and raised in eastern North Dakota, 

and we are happy to have him on the western 
side of the state!

Baseball and softball endured about as unique 
of a season as they could have, as the Spring of 
2022 was one that will be talked about for years 
to come! At one point in mid-April until early 
May, neither team was able to practice outdoors 
for 22 consecutive days! Teton baseball finished 
second in the Mon-Dak Conference, compiling a 
record of 34-15.  They finished 2nd in the Mon-
Dak Conference tournament and the Region 
XIII tournament. Equaling their success on the 
court, the Teton Baseball team was also an 
Academic All-American team, posting a team 
GPA of 3.13. Jared Ward completed his first 
season as the Teton Softball Coach. His group 
played with great energy and determination, 
getting better every game and playing their 
best softball the last weekend of the regular 
season and in the post-season. Teton Softball 
had great accomplishments in the classroom as 
well, earning Academic All-American team with 
a team GPA of 3.29. 

We have added a Clay Target team to the slate 
of Teton Athletics for the 2022-23 Season and 
will be adding Women’s Hockey starting in the 
Fall of 2023. Thanks for your continued support 
of Teton Athletics. We look forward to a great 
year and hope to see you at a Teton competition 
soon! 

Jayden Olson 
Athletic Director

SEASON TICKETS 
ON SALE SOON

 

Williston State College Teton Athletic Season Ticket Order Form ’22 - ‘23  

 Name:                  Phone #:          

 Address:            City, State, Zip:              

 Email Address:                          

  

Ø Teton Booster Club Membership - $100.00                      # of Packages:     
 *Teton Booster Membership        *Teton Booster Gift Pack        
 *Teton Athletic E-Mail Updates       *Game Day Program Booster Recognition  

  

Ø Hockey Package- $125.00            # of Packages:     
*One (1) General Admission Season Ticket for Hockey  
  

Ø All Sports Club Package - $200.00          # of Packages:     
*One (1) General Admission Season Ticket for All Sports  

**Men’s & Women’s Basketball | Volleyball | Hockey  

Ø Little Teton Package- $200.00            # of Packages:     
*One (1) Reserved Seat Season Basketball Ticket  *One (1) Season Volleyball Ticket *Booster 
Room Access  
  

Ø Teton Club Package - $600.00             # of Packages:     
*Two (2) Reserved Seat Season Basketball Tickets  *Two (2) Season Volleyball Tickets  *Two (2) 
General Admission Season Hockey Tickets  *Booster Room Access  
  

Package Discounts  
Senior Citizen - $50.00 off total purchase per senior citizen (65+)  

Parent of current WSC Athlete - $50.00 off total purchase  
WSC Hall of Fame Member - $50 off total purchase 

Employee - $100.00 off total purchase per full time employee  
**WSC full time employees gain free general admission with campus ID at ticket booth  

***All Volleyball passes will be for the following season  
 

 

 

 

                            

PAYMENT METHOD  
 Please Make Check Payable To:                

 Teton Booster Club  Package Total:  $__________  

 P.O. Box 671  Discount Total:  $__________  
Williston, ND  58801  

TOTAL:  $__________  
  

For Credit Card payments please contact or stop by the athletic office located in The Well at 1410 University Ave. or 
call 701.774.4546.  

Jayden Olson
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Employee - $100.00 off total purchase per full time employee  
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 Teton Booster Club  Package Total:  $__________  

 P.O. Box 671  Discount Total:  $__________  
Williston, ND  58801  

TOTAL:  $__________  
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call 701.774.4546.  

2022-23
Season Ticket Order Form
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located in The Well at 1410 University Ave. or call 701.774.4546



CA
M

PU
S 

[N
EW

S]
22

  |
  T

ET
O

N
TH

UN
D

ER
  |

  2
02

2

ATHLETIC Updates
TETON VOLLEYBALL IN FULL SWING
This year’s Teton Volleyball team is entering the final 
stretches of its season with the play-offs right around 
the corner.  Coach Chelsea Hinck always exudes a lot 
of energy into her team and this year should be no 
different. 

Early competition was stiff with their first tournament 
of the year registering as one of the largest 
tournaments in the nation.  

“We have a number of players contributing, but I am 
very pleased with our sophomore leadership and our 
freshman have really played well,” said Coach Hinck.  
“Our team has a lot of potential.  Our coaching staff is ecstatic!”

Check out the remainder of the volleyball schedule to catch the next home games in The Well.  

Follow Teton Volleyball and all Teton Athletics at www.wsctetons.com. 

Date Opponent Location Time

Monday, September 19th Dakota College of Bottineau Williston, ND 7:00 PM

Monday, September 26th Dickinson State University JV Williston, ND 6:00 PM

Wednesday, September 28th Bismarck State College Williston, ND 7:00 PM

Tuesday, October 4th Lake Region State College Williston, ND 7:00 PM

Wednesday, October 5th North Dakota State College of Science Williston, ND 7:00 PM

Tuesday, October 11th Dawson Community College Glendive, MT 8:00 PM

Wednesday, October 12th Miles City Community College Miles City, MT 8:00 PM

Friday, October 14th Trinity Bible College Devils Lake, ND 2:00 PM

Saturday, October 15th Dickinson State University JV Devils Lake, ND 8:00 AM

Saturday, October 15th Jamestown University JV Devils Lake, ND 11:00 AM

Saturday, October 15th Assiniboine Community College Devils Lake, ND 3:00 PM

Monday, October 17th Dickinson State University JV Dickinson, ND 6:00 PM

Wednesday, October 19th Dakota College of Bottineau Bottineau, ND 7:00 PM

2022-23 VOLLEYBALL
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MEN’S HOCKEY PREVIEW

Last season was the first under Head Coach Donovan Gault for the Teton Hockey 
team. This year, he looks forward to a full year to recruit and add some pieces to 
the team’s makeup.  “Looking back at last year, I thought we needed to add some 
scoring.  We had 14 games where we scored 2 goals or less and in today’s game 
that just isn’t going to cut it,” said Gault.  Returner Isaac Skahill was top ten in the 
nation last year for rookie scorers and Gault is excited to add a freshman class 
with additional scoring punch including Joey Pavek who played at Dickinson High 
School a couple years ago and Cody Barnes from Swan Valley in the Manitoba 
Junior Hockey League.  

Home games early in the season will not be plentiful but the University of Mary 
game will bring a serious test as the Marauders come off back-to-back ACHA National Championships.  

Isaac Skahill

Home/Away Date Opponent Time

Away Oct 7th & 8th University of Jamestown D2 TBA

Home Oct 14th & 15th University of Jamestown D2 7pm & 2pm

Home Oct 20th Utah State 7pm & 2pm

Away Oct 28th&29th Waldorf College 7pm & 1pm

Home Nov 11th Minot State University 7pm

Away Nov 12th Minot State University 7:30pm

Home Nov 13th Umary 5pm

Away Nov 18th DCB 7pm

Home Nov 19th DCB 7pm

Away Nov 26th & 27th UM Crookston 4pm & 2pm

Away Dec 2nd & 3rd University of Montana 7pm & 2pm

Away Dec 7th UMary TBA

Home Jan 6th & 7th Montana State 7pm & 2pm

Away Jan 12th-16th Colorado Showcase TBA

Home Jan 20th & 21st University of Jamestown D2 7pm & 2pm

Home Jan 27th & 28th University of Montana 7:30pm both nights

Home Feb 3rd & 4th UM Crookston 7pm & 2pm

Away Feb 7th DCB 7pm

Home Feb 10th DCB 7pm

2022-23 HOCKEY
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ATHLETIC Updates
Teton Women’s Basketball Preview

Coach Bill Triplett, in his second season as 
Head Coach, re-established the Teton Women’s 
Basketball Team as a conference and region 
contender last season, finishing 19-14 overall, 
including an impressive 15-7 
in Mon-Dak Conference play.  
The Tetons lost in the Regional 
Championship game but overall 
the season was a great one.  

Optimism for this year’s team is 
fueled by a nice group of returning 
players from last year’s squad in 
guards Emily Kurkowski and Hayley 
Macdonald, along with forwards 
Sydney Labatte and Irene de la 
Fuente.  Kurkowski was a first-
team All-Conference selection 
and averaged 14.5 points per 
game.  Macdonald averaged 
10 points and Labatte 
averaged over 8 per game.  

The returning core is small 
in numbers but strong in 
experience and production.  
Labatte is likely the first ever 
Teton athlete in any sport 
to play three years due to 
the Covid year of 2020 
which does not count 
towards eligibility.  “We 
thought we would have 
to replace Sydney but she 
decided to return which made us 
very happy.  She’s a tough kid.  We love her grit 
and physical play,” said Triplett.  

The freshman class will play an important role 
adds Triplett.  “With eleven freshman this year, 
it may take some time to learn how to play with 

each other, but with patience 
and doing things right we feel 
we can develop into a tough 
team again this year.”

One freshman the Tetons are 
anxious to see develop is 6’0” 

forward Canzas Hisbadhorse out 
of Colstrip, MT.  “The signing of Canzas 

was big because we really have high 
hopes for her.  There is going to be lots of 

competition for playing time which is great 
for any team,” Coach Triplett said.  

The first half of the year will see seven 
conference games, which includes three of 

those games at the Conference 
Tournament held in New Town.  
Four home, non-conference games 
also highlight the schedule and 
will give the Teton fans good 

opportunities to see this year’s squad 
in early action.  Coach Triplett invites everyone 
to catch any of those games.  “Those games 
should all be good.  We should be putting a 
team on the floor that’s fun to watch.”  

Let’s hope the Tetons can take one more play-off 
step in the post-season and capture a Region 
XIII Championship!

Sydney Labatte, Forward

Emily Kurkowski
Guard
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Date Team and Site Time

Fri. Nov 4 Lake Region C. C. at Four Bears Event Center - New Town 7:00

Sat. Nov. 5 MonDak Tournament at Four Bears Event Center - New Town TBA

Sun. Nov. 6 MonDak Tournament at Four Bears Event Center - New Town TBA

Fri. Nov. 11 MonDak Opponent at Williston State 7:30

Sat. Nov. 12 MonDak Opponent at Williston State 7:30

Mon. Nov. 14 Northwest Community College at Powell, WY 8:00

Sat. Nov. 19 at MonDak Opponent TBA

Sun. Nov 20 at MonDak Opponent TBA

Wed. Nov. 23 Northwest Community College at Williston State 3:00

Fri. Dec. 2 Western Wyoming at Gillette, WY 6:00

Sat. Dec. 3 Casper Community College at Gillette, WY 2:30

Sun. Dec. 4 Western Nebraska at Gillette, WY 11:00

Fri. Dec. 9 Dickinson State JV at Williston State 7:30

Sat. Dec. 10 Jamestown College JV at Williston State 7:30

Fri. Dec. 16 South Mountain Community College at Phoenix, AZ 8:30

Sun. Dec. 18 Chandler Gilbert Community College at Chandler, AZ TBA

2022-23 • First Half Schedule
WOMENS BASKETBALL
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ATHLETIC Updates
Teton Men’s Basketball Preview

The story of this year’s 
Teton Men’s Basketball 
team starts with the Head 
Coach.  Alex Herman takes 
over as the man in charge 
of the storied program 
but he is no stranger to 
Williston State and the 
conference and region 
which the college competes 

in.  Herman is a native of Tolna, ND who went 
on to play for his dad, Curt Herman, at Lake 
Region State College.  He then transferred 
to and played for Mayville State University 
before embarking on a coaching career, 
beginning with a Graduate Assistant job 
at his alma mater, Mayville State.  

Over seven years, Herman became the 
Assistant Coach and Associate Head 
Coach at Mayville after his initial study 
as a Grad Assistant.  He was preparing 
for the day when he could take the 
reins of a program like Williston State.  “I 
always knew that I wanted to be a Head 
Coach.  Growing up watching and later 
competing against the Tetons, I always 
paid attention to the Tetons program 
and thought it would be a great college 
to be the Head Coach at.  I’m fortunate 
to be in this position.”

Not a lot of experience returns, 
but sophomore Abiodun 
Adedo from London, 
England will likely be 
leaned upon to provide 
stability.  Last season he 
averaged 10.6 points 
and 5.1 rebounds per 

game.  And though only two sophomores 
return, Herman feels the cupboard is not bare.  
“Coach Neary (last year’s Teton coach) had 
some very dynamic guards and forwards signed 
that we believe have the skills to be very good 
players,” shared Herman.  

Those dynamic playmakers should have a 
chance to flourish as the first-year Head Coach 
says he likes to play at a quick pace.  “Ever since I 
assisted at Mayville, we have been a very up-
tempo team.  I don’t want to get in the way of 
players making plays.  We will hope to get it 
and go on the opponent’s made and missed 

baskets.”

Catch the Tetons 
before the new 
year as they will 
kick off the season 
at the Mon-Dak 

Conference Tournament 
in New Town during the beginning of 

November.  Being so close to Williston, 
these are beneficial games as they are 
close to being a home game without 
being a home game as the Tetons 
can get.  And for those Teton fans in 

Arizona, check out the trip south and 
catch the team before Christmas 

break.  

Alex Herman

Abiodun Adedo
Forward/Center
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Date Team and Site Time

Fri. Nov 4 Lake Region C. C. at Four Bears Event Center - New Town 7:00

Sat. Nov. 5 MonDak Tournament at Four Bears Event Center - New Town TBA

Sun. Nov. 6 MonDak Tournament at Four Bears Event Center - New Town TBA

Fri. Nov. 11 MonDak Opponent at Williston State 7:30

Sat. Nov. 12 MonDak Opponent at Williston State 7:30

Mon. Nov. 14 Northwest Community College at Powell, WY 8:00

Sat. Nov. 19 at MonDak Opponent TBA

Sun. Nov 20 at MonDak Opponent TBA

Wed. Nov. 23 Northwest Community College at Williston State 3:00

Fri. Dec. 2 Western Wyoming at Gillette, WY 6:00

Sat. Dec. 3 Casper Community College at Gillette, WY 2:30

Sun. Dec. 4 Western Nebraska at Gillette, WY 11:00

Fri. Dec. 9 Dickinson State JV at Williston State 7:30

Sat. Dec. 10 Jamestown College JV at Williston State 7:30

Fri. Dec. 16 South Mountain Community College at Phoenix, AZ 8:30

Sun. Dec. 18 Chandler Gilbert Community College at Chandler, AZ TBA

2022-23 • First Half Schedule
MENS BASKETBALL
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UPCOMING Events
Celebration of 50 Years of  
Teton Women’s Basketball
The Williston State campus will be a special place to be during 
the weekend of November 11, 12 and 13.  The college will 
celebrate 50 Years of Teton Women’s Basketball with a reunion 
of all Teton Women’s Basketball players, coaches, fans, and 
supporters.  

The Beginning of Teton Women’s Basketball

In 1972, a group of young women approached then-
Athletic Director Phil Rabon and asked if he would start a 
college women’s basketball team at UND-W.  He agreed and 
proceeded to build a foundation of unimaginable success for 
the school.  

The pioneering 1972-1973 team paved the way for the school’s 
first national tournament appearance in 1975-1976, just two 
years removed from that first season!

Rabon became a man way ahead of his time when he began 
the first basketball camps in the state of North Dakota for 
girls basketball.  He quickly began inviting all of the state’s 
top players to come to Williston for the week-long camp.  
Many of the state’s top players came to Williston to attend the 
camp and Rabon took full advantage, recruiting like no other 
coach in the state.  Each summer, he and his staff would run 
5 straight weeks of camp, with a 130 kids every single week.  
As the camp continued year after year, the stars of the camp 
would go on to star for the Tetons, then would work the camp 
and tell the up and comers, “UND-W is the place to play!”

The Tetons rolled.  Rabon passed the coaching baton to one 
of the first players to ever wear the Teton uniform when Penny 
Johnson Slagle took over as coach in 1977-1978.  It didn’t take 
long for her to establish her own dominant teams.  During a 
remarkable 10-year run from 1975 to 1984, the Tetons played 
in eight National Tournaments, placing as high as 3rd in the 
NJCAA National Tournament Championships.  

Fifty years of Teton Women’s Basketball is full of highlights—
great teams, great players, great coaches and great fans.  
Celebrate with the Tetons as we look back on the historic 
program and all its contributors.  
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Tentative Schedule of Events:
Friday, November 11th:
 5:00 Teton Women’s Basketball Game 
 7:00 Social/Team Gatherings at River’s Edge Bar with free food and Teton Trivia 
 7:00 Teton Men’s Basketball Game

Saturday, November 12th:
 2:00 Teton Women’s Basketball Game 
 4:00 Teton Men’s Basketball Game
 6:00 Post-game Banquet with food, program highlighting History of Teton Women’s   
  Basketball, Teton Hall of Fame Inductions and more—Location will be the Donn  
  Skadeland Gym on WSC’s campus.

Teton Athletic Hall of Fame To Induct 
First Women’s Basketball Team,  

Angie Nedberg, and Laura Big Crow

Laura Big Crow Angie Nedberg

WSC’s First Women’s Basketball Team
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Williams County, Regional and AAA 
Scholarship Qualifying Counties



TETO
N

TH
UN

D
ER  |  2022 | 31

ARE YOU AN 
ALUMNI OR KNOW 

A FORMER WSC 
STUDENT?

We Would Love To Know What You Are Up 
To Now, And Share Your Story. 

Email me at 
kristina.kitchens@willistonstate.edu.



WIILLISTON STATE COLLEGE FOUNDATION
PO Box 1286
Williston, ND 58802-1286

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

E  D  C


